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24th, directing how I wanted the assault conducted,   CHAP, xv
which orders he amplified into general instructions w*5^^97(3)
for the guidance of the troops that were to be en-
gaged.

Meade's instructions, which I, of course, approved
most heartily, were all that I can see now was neces-
sary. The only further precaution which he could
have taken, and which he could not foresee, would
have been to have different men to execute them.

The gallery to the mine was over five hundred ibid. 476,477
feet long from where it entered the ground to the
point where it was under the enemy's works, and
with a cross-gallery of something over eighty feet
running under their lines. Eight chambers had
been left, requiring a ton of powder each to charge
them. All was ready by the time I had prescribed;
and on the 29th Hancock and Sheridan were
brought back near the James Eiver with their
troops. Under cover of night they started to re- ibid, eoa
cross the bridge at Deep Bottom, and to inarch di-
rectly for that part of our lines in front of the mine.

"Warren was to hold his line of intrenchments iMd. SQG
with a sufficient number of men, and concentrate
the balance on the right next to Burnside's corps,
while Ord, now commanding the Eighteenth Corps,
temporarily under Meade, was to form in the rear
of Burnside to support him when he went in. All
were to clear off the parapets and the abatis in their
front, so as to leave the space as open as possible,
and be able to charge the moment the mine had
been sprung and Burnside had taken possession.
Burnside's corps was not to stop in the crater at
all, but push on to the top of the hill, supported
on the right and left by Ord's and Warren's corps.nandoi'H: if thoy MOO Iho
